November 20, 2010

Dear Francesca,

Hi, we are sorry to hear that a hurricane hit Haiti. We were wondering if you and your friends are all ok. We hope so. Was your country damaged? If it was the fifth graders at St. Catherine of Siena School pray it didn’t get damaged that much.  We also want to know if there are any diseases from water. We hope not. Did any family members or friends die? 

How have you been? We wish you well! We all really want to meet you! Have you been better since the earthquake? 

How have the kids been? Are the school supplies working out?


Can you please send pictures of the wreckage and people?


We are praying for you and your country.

Blessings,

Caitlyn, Rachael, Maria, Matthew, Alison, Kevin, Michael, Jillian, Rachel, William, Helena, Joy, Ryan, Ben L, Ben M, Crosley, Erika, Beth, Grace, Robby, Sean, Harrison, Caroline, Dave Schlachter!       

Dear 5th graders,

Reading this letter brought tears to my eyes; tears of joy and hope.  I hope you do not mind, but I translated it to French and read it to my 11 year old son who was “wowed” and he has a few questions of his own for you.
He wants to know what state you live in?

Do any of you play soccer?

Does it snow where you live?

Do any of you speak French?

There, that task is taken care of.

Now to answer your questions:

We were wondering if you and your friends are all ok.

Yes we are all fine thank you.

Was your country damaged? If it was the fifth graders at St. Catherine of Siena School pray it didn’t get damaged that much.  

Yes there was damage done by both the tornado and the hurricane.  And thanks to your prayers, our government leaders this time had enough common sense to take the necessary measures of evacuating people from certain cities before the winds and rain got here.  Unfortunately there were a few cases of deaths, a lot of people were left homeless and peasants lost their crops.
We also want to know if there are any diseases from water. We hope not. 
Yes, the major disease present here now is cholera due to all the rains, inadequate sanitation and over 1 million people living under tents.
Did any family members or friends die?

No one that I know directly has died from cholera, nut unfortunately, over 2,000 people in the space of 3 month have died from it.  Plus there are over 20,000 reported cases throughout the country.

How have you been? We wish you well! We all really want to meet you! 
I have been very well with God’s help.  And thank you for your wishes.  I would love to meet you too.  I have attached some pictures of Pradel (that’s my son) and I for you to view.  Maybe one day we will meet in person.  Please send me one of your class pictures and try to figure out a way to identify every one on the picture for me.

Have you been better since the earthquake? 

I was spared the worst from the earthquake.  I did not lose my home, but almost everyone in my neighborhood lost their home.  Slowly, everyone is reconstructing, but there is still a long way to go for them.  I still have 30 odd people living on a land I have behind my home.  The family of 4 from the neighborhood who was living with us from January to September are now living in a plywood 3 room shelter.
How have the kids been? Are the school supplies working out?

Kids in Haiti are surviving – times are very hard.  Times have always been hard here, but now they are even harder.  Thanks to all the humanitarian aide and subsidies from other countries, most of the rural state schools have the basic supplies.  This year, all text books for public school children were funded by the government.  I have included some pictures of my son’s school for you.  He goes to a private school that was completely demolished by the quake.  The school had to relocate to a land that the principle had.  This is nothing like the state of the art school they had before, but they all LOVE their new school – they feel blessed to at least have this.
Can you please send pictures of the wreckage and people?

I’ll send you all the pictures that I can find on my pc.
Thank you so much for your love and concern.  Feel blessed, fortunate and privileged to live in a nation that takes care of its citizens.  Be proud of who you are.  Always to good whenever you can.  Remember that we are all God’s children no matter what nationality, color or religion we belong to.
Know that I am honored to have “little” friends like you.

Please excuse any spelling mistakes I may have made.
May the Lord bless all of you and your families.  May He always hear your prayers.

A HUGE hug sent to you all the way from Haiti… Marie Francesca.

